
 
 

MBL537E Architectural Design Futures (3+0+0) 
 
Dr. Imdat As - ias@itu.edu.tr 
Thursdays 9:30-12:30 
Room TBD 
 
Content: 
The goal of the course is to incubate evocative ideas towards a startling vision for the future 
city. The question is how AI, IoTs, automation, self-driving cars, etc., will shape our urban 
fabric. We are primarily interested in urban design, but we will also investigate how these 
technologies are changing our society, economy, and shape urban life in general. We will 
explore the dramatic developments in digital and physical infrastructure, big data 
applications, participatory governance models, sustainability, housing/real-estate models, 
community, and new emerging economic models. The question is how transformations in 
these areas will impact the morphology of the future city. How would a city look like if we 
could design it from scratch today? By nature, pursuing such a question is highly speculative, 
and our goal is to develop a utopia for the city. 
 
Aims: 
To discuss contemporary approaches to urban design through relevant theoretical positions 
and paradigms; to enable critical debate on the current state of the city, and to enable 
projections towards multiple futures of the city. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Being able to critically think, being able to conduct interdisciplinary research, being able to 
critically analyze, synthesize and evaluate new and complex thoughts, being able to develop 
and resolve scientific, cultural and ethical issues as it pertains to the discipline, and being 
able to develop strategies for a future vision. 
 
Conduct: 
The questions derive mainly from the CIDDI (City Design through Design Intelligence) 
project, which aims to develop a realizable vision for a future city project in Istanbul. Also, 
the course will help shape a book commissioned to Imdat As and Prithwish Basu on the 
subject area. As such, the exploration and outcomes of this course will be critical to the 
success of the project and the book. We will have in-class discussions, weekly written 
assignments, and a final project at the end of the semester. We will focus each week on one 
of the abovementioned themes on the city. Every week, we will have seminal readings, and 
students will write short essays on the topic. A student (or group of) will take lead on one of 
the weekly themes -- which student(s) will be also able to use and develop further as part of 
their final project. The grade distribution will be 30% for the final project, 50% for weekly 
essays, and 20% for participation and leading discussions in-class. 
 
Our first meeting will be Thursday, February 13th, 9:30. 


